Narrative Writing

Narrative writing conveys experience, either real or imaginary, and uses time as its
deep structure. It can be used for many purposes, such as to inform, instruct,
persuade, or entertain. In English language arts, students produce narratives that
take the form of creative fictional stories, memoirs, anecdotes, and autobiographies.
Over time, they learn to provide visual details of scenes, objects, or people; to depict
specific actions (for example, movements, gestures, postures, and expressions); to
use dialogue and interior monologue that provide insight into the narrator’s and
characters’ personalities and motives; and to manipulate pace to highlight the
significance of events and create tension and suspense.

In history/social studies, students write narrative accounts about individuals. They
also construct event models of what happened, selecting from their sources only the
most relevant information. In science, students write narrative descriptions of the
step-by-step procedures they follow in their investigations so that others can
replicate their procedures and (perhaps) reach the same results. With practice,
students expand their repertoire and control of different narrative strategies.

Common Core Objective for Narrative Writing:

e (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and
well-structured event sequences.

e (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3.a: Engage and orient the reader by setting out a
problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of
view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth
progression of experiences or events.

e (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3.b: Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

e (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3.c: Use a variety of techniques to sequence events
so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.

e (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3.d: Use precise words and phrases, telling details,
and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events,
setting, and/or characters.

e (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3.e: Provide a conclusion that follows from and
reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the
narrative.
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